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POLICY:

Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center (GBHWC) follows best practice principles in the
handling of medication and shall maintain all Pharmacy service areas in a manner consistent
with infection control.

DEFINITIONS:

Medication Handling: The manipulation of medications in order to dispense and administer

them.

PROCEDURE:

A. General Guideline

1.

2.

5.

It is important to carefully read the label or other printed instructions issued with
medications.

The ordered doses (quantities) should be measured accurately and never
estimated. A measuring glass or spoon marked in milliliters, ounces, or both
should be used.

In giving a dose of medicine, it is necessary to know to whom it is to be given,
what has to be given, when it has to be given, and the prescribed amount.

The cover must never be left off the container because a necessary property may
evaporate, the drug may become dangerously concentrated, or it may absorb
moisture from the air and become difficult to handle or dilute.

The drug storage compartment must be kept locked.

B. Infection Control

. Universal precautions shall be practiced whenever the situation warrants.

All personnel shall wash their hands before handling any medication.
Whenever possible, unit dose medication shall be provided, especially for
injectable solutions.

All equipment and glassware shall be cleaned before and after use.
Pharmacy counters shall be wiped down each day.

All refrigerators shall be kept clean and maintain proper refrigeration
temperatures.
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